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IT’S 2017 AND 

OPINIONS SCARE 

ME 

People talk about the effects of the 2016 election and 

the Trump administration. Most of these conversa-

tions are in regards to information we are consuming 

and what sources are legitimate. Trump’s attack on 

certain media has offended those brands’ followers 

because we are socialized into being loyal to a bias 

that agrees with us. Furthermore, the dividing line be-

tween the left and right has become more extreme 

with Trump’s rhetoric, the media’s rhetoric, and a pro-

gressive culture that takes things personally. All of this 

combined has created a culture of strong 
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opinions. People’s opinions are not only influenc-

ing their personalities anymore; they are influenc-

ing who they hate, who they believe is full of shit, 

or both (if you’re lucky). Essentially, the polariza-

tion of the left and right are making opinions 

stronger to the point where people are easily 

offended or scared to express what they feel. This 

can make people feel turned off by the idea of 

having a strong opinion and expressing it. I disa-

gree with that. I believe that in life, you must form 

opinions and express them however you want to 

create the unique person that is you. You can write 

it down, draw it, or scream it, but no one should 

be ashamed. If you have good morals and values, 

then even people who disagree with you should at 

least respect you. If you don’t have good morals or 

values, well that’s a whole other problem.  This E-

Zine is about different ways of expressing opinion 

(specifically political) 

-Mitchell Kiliulis 
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Instagram: @jenesaiswha 

Tumblr: jensaiswha.tumblr.com 
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NBC’s Megyn Kelly interviewed Alex Jones, the 

host of the right-wing sensationalist conspiracy 

radio show Infowars. At first, viewers were out-

raged that NBC would even chose to air this sort 

of thing because it is giving Jones a platform to 

spread his outrageous beliefs. His beliefs include: 

the Sandy Hook shooting and 9/11 was a hoax, 

the government makes children homosexual by  
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poisoning their juice boxes, and the classic: Obama is-

n’t American. However, from the very beginning, I was 

behind this interview being aired. In my opinion, you 

can’t just ignore something exists just because you 

don’t like it. We have a tendency to only listen to the 

media that agrees with our opinions. If we continue to 

do that, we will only know one side to every contro-

versy and not know the reason why the other side dis-

agrees with us, which then can be played off as “those 

damn liberals are so damn dumb”  

….or something like that. 

Not airing the Alex Jones interview would be like if we 

didn’t teach slavery or Vietnam in our schools. We 

would just ignore all the bad stuff that we can learn 

from. Alex Jones spreads hate to his listenership. Hate 

toward liberals, hate toward media, and hate toward 

anyone who doesn’t believe in his conspiracies. We 

need to be aware of that hate so we can learn not to 

be like that asshole. 
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However, now after seeing the interview, I believe it 

should not have been aired. It was clearly a hit piece 

slamming and criticizing Jones’ every belief. This inter-

view should have been an objective dissection of 

Jones’ sensationalist rhetoric so viewers can learn that 

these sort of opinions exist. While creating this bias 

helps viewers realize how horrible Alex Jones is, they 

don’t come to that conclusion on their own. NBC ma-

nipulates viewers into agreeing with them. If it was an 

objective interview, viewers would hear all of Alex 

Jones’ beliefs and form their own, unique opinion 

about Jones. If NBC’s goal was to get their viewers 

against Jones, it would be a lot more effective if the 

viewers came to their own conclusion and not be 

spoon fed one. Now, it just looks like they did this in-

terview with this sensationalist conspiracy theorist for 

the ratings. Which honestly…maybe they did.  
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stat-and-ancap.tumblr.com 
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Left: Students artistically expressing their dislike of Public Safety 

(Psafe) with a rock formation and graffiti art.  

Right: Student living in a top floor dorm room hangs an Obama 

poster in his window the day after the election as a symbol of 

hope for the future.  
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Like I wrote in 

the intro, it is 

my opinion 

that people 

have the right 

to share their 

opinion. If you 

have good 

morals and 

values, people 

should at least 

respect your 

opinion even if 

they don’t 

agree. Howev-

er, people like 

the Westboro 

Baptist 

Church, in my 

eyes, do not 

have good 

morals or 

values ,so they do not get my respect. People who shame sexual-

ity, lifestyle, personal choices, or religion disgust me.  
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A special thank you to @jenesaiswha on Instagram and Statist 

and Anarchist comics on Tumblr. 


